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Question 1
[bookmark: _GoBack]For African Americans that lived in the South, there was an immense transformation of their lives after slavery. Gone were the days when brutality was the order of the day, whippings and sexual assaults, denial of basic education, home, and even land ownership. It was the joy of African Americans who celebrated their freedom and their rights. However, life after slavery was not as easy as such, even though slavery was no longer practiced, brutalities by the white race still existed. Immediately after slavery, there was the institution of laws by the South referred to as black codes (McPherson, 2017). The laws were meant to grant the rights to the black community such as the rights for marriage, owning of property, and suing in court. However, the codes made it illegal for them to provide service as juries or even testify against the white community. The black codes required that there should be the signing of the annual labor contracts between the tenant farmers and the white landowners. 
Most black Americans from the south even though they were free; they lived lives full of poverty. When they were still under slavery, they were denied some of the basic life necessities such as education and wages; this made the ex-slaves to be forced by the hard economic times to rent out their land to the whites who were slave owners. In some places in the South, former slaves had an opportunity of seizing land from the white slave owners immediately after the end of the civil war. However, the federal troops were not for the opinion as they restored the land back to the previous white owners. The movement by the Republican in Congress championing to give land to former slaves was not successful and even the ex-slaves were never compensated for being enslaved for all that time.   


After the slavery life, the ex-slaves joined school, churches and were entitled to have families. Black women, on the other hand, preferred to sit back at home as homemakers, however, increased level of poverty pushed them back to the workforce. Black churches were significant in the lives of the African Americans as they were the centerpieces of their culture; it was a center for various reasons such as learning, socializing as well as political organization. The church ministers later became community leaders. Their desire to get access to education was necessitated by the establishment of schools at each level which later led to the establishment of the first black colleges like Fisk University as well as Howard University. 
During the reconstruction period, which took place as from 1865 to the year 1977, the Congress was at the championed the passage and the enforcement of laws which promoted both political and civil rights for the African Americans residing in the South. It was followed by the amending the US constitution and then freeing of slaves. This prompted most African Americans to take up the opportunities and responsibilities as full recognized citizens. During the period of reconstruction, there were over 700 African American that served in elective positions while over 1300 held appointed positions (McPherson, 2017). With the protection of the 13th, 14th as well as 15th constitutional amendments, the ex-slaves enjoyed a period where they could vote, take part in the political process and seek employment opportunities.   

Question 2 

Grant and Sherman under the leadership of Lincoln came up with an unusual plan. Their strategy of winning the war might not have emerged at once. In the year 1863, the Northern military had a concrete plan that would guarantee them victory. Their five major goals included: To have a full blockade of the coastal areas of the South. The strategy was also referred to as an Anaconda plan that was to ensure the elimination of the possible help by the Confederate from abroad. The second strategy was to have a full control of the Mississippi River. The river played a crucial role as an inland waterway for the South. Control of the river by the North would mean that regions like Texas, Arkansas, and Louisiana would be completely separated from other Southern states. Capturing of the Richmond was another strategy in that without securing its capital, the command line of the Confederates would heavily be affected. The civilians’ morale of the south would be shattered by not only capturing but also destroying Atlanta and Savannah as well as South Carolina (McPherson, 2017). Finally, make use of the Northern troops due to its numbers to have the enemy engaged in all spheres with the view of breaking the Confederate Army.
By early 1864, it was surprising that the generals had already accomplished the first two goals. The blockage prevented any aid to the South from foreign nations. Grant was instrumental in delivering the Mississippi River to the Union. Grant’s plan was to end the war not later than November. He led the amounting of numerous offenses in a simultaneous manner. On the other hand, General Sherman plunged into the South with an aim of inflicting damage to their resources. The ruthless match of Sherman to the sea through the confederate’s zone was an act that drove a stake into the Southerner’s hearts. He made sure that he destroyed everything in his vicinity becoming legendary for the troubles it brought amongst the civilians. 
Grant realized that use of high tempo of operations was a tactic that would eliminate the ability of the enemy; in this case the South from using advantages like usage of interior communication lines. He also employed the use of maneuver as a way of increasing his tempo and to place his soldiers. He attained the final victory by use of maneuver and not the normal traditional tactics of siege. His superiority in terms of numbers was used in marinating a high operations tempo. It made sure that the Lee together with his name did not have time to rest and also that left him with no free troops that would give support to several other Southern armies. 
     As a result of innovations by Grant, nearly at the end of the war, the troops belonging to the Confederates were hungry, worn out and forlorn. In the year 1864, Grants brilliant decision was to engage all the Southern forces simultaneously in the battlefield so as prevent them from making use of the interior line in moving their threatened troop from one location to the other. The grant’s use of tempo was very effective was so effective in the manner that Lee count not attempt to mount any offensive up to March 1865, after which he made attempts at Petersburg to break out of lines which terribly failed and ended up surrendering, once month thereafter (McPherson, 2017). Grant was able to evolve as a strong and visionary leader as the war progressed making him attain a degree of strategic as well as operational competence that prayed a crucial role in winning the role against the Confederates.   

Question 3

The civil war lasted as from 1861 to 1865 with the victory for the North. However, the South had been victorious for some earlier battles such as the First Manassas where they exhibited rather a strong leadership in the military. While it might be claimed that the Confederates were defeated due to their poor military and political leadership, however, there were other reasons for their loss for instance level of troops and inadequate finances. 
The troop levels and military leadership was crucial in winning the war. Approximately 2 million soldiers from the north fought with nine hundred thousand southern troops (McPherson, 2017).  In the beginning, this was not a major concern but with time, the war took much longer than any one’s expectation hence there was an increased number of the southern causalities which drastically affected the confederates effort towards the war. The North managed to use the black troops emanating from the states from the North as well as the southern areas that had been newly liberated whereas the South could not, making the North have an added advantage. The South made erroneous military blunders that cost them. Whilst the south proved to be tactically good, their general, Robert E. Lee was not as good as Grant and Sherman of the North. The South was also heavily criticized for situational misjudge which resulted in loosing of their bravest military men during the attacks. 
Financing of the war was a major concern for the South as its sponsors became less convinced that they would win the war, hence hesitated to lend them with much-needed resources for war. The Northern blockade frustrated the efforts made by the North to export cotton, prompting them to raise tariffs and taxes as well. In contrast, the North was full of gold reserves and land assets that were important in financing the war. In terms of supplying if troops, the North were more advantageous than the South because they proved to be more industrialized with easier access to means of transport like the railroads and with enough resources to facilitate repairs while the South could not(McPherson, 2017). The South could not manufacture their own weapon, they relied much on abroad while the North had the capacity to produce their weapons, and this was greatly affected by the blockage from the North.
        Political leadership was an important element that would determine who was to win the war. Jefferson Davis was seen to be a poor leader when compared to Abraham Lincoln.  
Whilst Davis was an honorable leader with immense experience in military expertise, he made several mistakes that contributed to the loss of the war. He, first of all, failed to institute a conducive working relationship with his other army men hence he made more enemies than friends. He failed in his appointments by appointing wrong people as generals. He was also not regarded as a good speaker; he was not keen at inspiring his people to win the war. Even though Lincoln also had his own faults, for instance, hesitations over important military matters; he was honest and resilient leaders who spend most of his time seeking opinions that could unite the Republicans. While military familiarity was important while making various tactical decisions in war, the political governance of Lincoln was much more effective in terms of sustaining morale as well as the unity of his troops a virtue that Davis terribly failed. 
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